profit out of it. When | asked her why she said: “each
artist dreams thot his painting outlives him and that it
never gefs neglected or destroyed and thot if's always
exhibited”. She believes that the more people pay for an
artwork the more they appreciate itl “God knows how
many Syrian mosterpieces were hidden in aftics and
garages, investment in art made people reclize its value
and bring those masterpieces fo light again.”

Ghassan Al-Khoury: Commercial value didn't exist in
Syria before. Some of the most important late Syrian
artists like Fateh Al-Moudarress couldn't make o good
living from their art. Al-Moudarress used to sell his
paintings for only SP 100. The commercial aspeci of art
is of course very important to support the arfist and the
establishment that promotes him, it's their absolute right
but i's not a precondition; the commercial value of o
painting constantly changes but ifs arfistic value never
does.

Fadi Yozigi: Four years ago, foreign diplomats used to
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buy Syrian art because it was cheap. Today you have to
think about it, people no longer buy it only because it's
cheap.

Why has the price of Syrion art skyrocketed in this woy?
Khaled Samawi: Syrian art in particular is outperforming
the rest of the Arab arl because Syria hos the most
falented artists in the Middle East. Why is that? There are
a so many different cultures and backgrounds all under
the banner of Syrian art, something few countries have.
Ayyam gallery represents 20 Syrian artists, there's Druze,
Sunni, Alowi, Shia and Kurds among them. Besides,
nobody ever promoted Syrian art to the west. Now
people started fo realize that Syrian art is a goldmine
that is worth investing in.

Martin Rhoemberg: Syric is opening up for business and
tourism. Businessmen are gefting to know its culture and
are delighted about the people and life in Domascus.
So all of a sudden, Syria has become interesting. Ifs an
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emerging country, so the artists' work today will probably
cost 50 times more in ten years. Besides, if you like
a piece of art in Syria, you get a chance to falk to the
goallery, next thing you meet the arfist...so art is very
touchable in Syria. In other galleries around the world,
you can take pictures of the work but you can't fouch
anything. | have many examples of guests who came
four or five fimes on business and in the sixth they came
specifically to buy art.

Walid El-Masri: The prices of Syrian art have skyrocketed
because it is promoted in the right way! Art dealers today
know that to advertise right and get profit first they need
to have high quality art. There's no place for commercial
art here. By promoting good art, a good image of Syrian
art was created abroad and it built a name for itself.
Now we hear about Syrian artists while earlier we could
only hear about one or two. Syrian art has achieved to
be rated s the best art in the Middle East fogether with
Iranian art.

Ghassan Al-Khoury: The rise in prices is closely
connected to the development of the art scene in the
Middle Eost in general and in Syria in particular. The
number of exhibitions and art books grew considerably
and the private sector, represented by galleries like
Ayyam, has created a shift in the art scene by having
in-house artists and by imposing specific values on the
paintings they exhibit. They brought Syrian art fo Beirut
and Dubai, then exhibited it in Paris and Europe. Syrian
collectors, with a few exceptions, haven't accepted the
new prices of local art yet. Nevertheless, the rise in prices
will have a positive influence on the local art market and
on the lives of Syrian arfists and the growing number of
new galleries so that we will finally have real investments
in the Syrian art market,

What changed in the Syrian art scene other than the
rising prices?

Khaled Samawi: That there's a scene! There was no
scene before. For the first time, every Arab artist wants
to exhibit in Syria while beforehand every Syrian artist
had o dreom of exhibiting abroad. Syrion art has
credibility now; having professional galleries gives
credibility, having unified prices for Syrian art globally,
Syrian paintings hanging on the walls of prestigious
establishments like the Four Seasons, parficipation in
international art fairs all that gives Syrian ort credibility.
Martin Rhomberg: When talking about Syria, people
in the west used to think about carpets, anfiques and
history, nobody ever thought about contemporary art.
But now they know it and that's a huge change! People
no longer come to Syria fo visit only souks and historical
sites; they want fo visit galleries as well.

Fadi Yazigi: | don't have fo look anymore for places
to exhibit my work; now | can concentrate on my work
as an arfist. Furthermore, now | have the freedom to
experiment with more materials. In the past | couldn't
experiment with expensive materials because if | didn't
get anyone to promote it | would be in trouble. Same
thing with sculpting; it was only two years ago that |
storted making big sculptures because sculptures
take about three months to finish and require a lot of
money.

What's the role of the private sector in promoting art?
Martin Rhomberg: What we are trying to do is part of
what we call corporate social responsibility; you need to
be involved in the local community. We find it important
fo invest and promote and maybe sponsor things that
benefit art, to bring artists together and organize some
fund raising activities. When you have the privilege of
working in a country you have to give back fo it.
Ghassan Al-khoury: The private sector has a major
and decisive role in promoting art. The public sector
sefs the cornerstone for art by establishing universities.
Today we have 6 universities that teach art and fifteen
institutions in addition to countless cultural centers. The
public sector plants the seeds but it's the private sector’s
responsibility to fake good care of the production and
promote it by finding suitable ways of exhibifing it, giving
a proper price and getting in contact with people who
are capable of entering the market.
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